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	IRA STANDARD 
	Artifacts
	Rationale

	1.  Foundational Knowledge.  Candidates have knowledge of the foundations of reading and writing processes and instruction.  As a result, the candidates:

	1.1 Demonstrate knowledge of psychological, sociological, and linguistic foundations of reading and writing processes and instruction.


	Artifact #1(Midterm and Final from Teaching Beginning Readers and 

Writers)

Artifact # 2 (Action Research Plan)

Artifact # 3 (Novel and Vocabulary Unit)

Artifact # 6 (Reading Assessment and Correction Cases Studies and Final Examination)

Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher)
	All of these artifacts were developed as a result of reading and participating in graduate classes where I acquired knowledge of sociological, linguistic, and psychological reading and writing processes.    

	1.2 Demonstrate knowledge of reading research and histories of reading.


	Artifact #1(Midterm and Final from Teaching Beginning Readers and Writers

Artifact # 4 (Author Study), Artifact # 5 (Theme Unit), Artifact # 6 (Reading Assessment and Correction Cases Studies and Final Examination), Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher),  Artifact # 8 (Multi-genre Project)

	All of the listed artifacts were developed with an understanding of historical and educational research literature. 

	1.3 Demonstrate knowledge of language development and reading acquisition and the variations related to culture and linguistic diversity.


	Artifact #1(Midterm and Final from Teaching Beginning Readers and Writers Artifact # 6 (Reading Assessment and Correction Cases Studies and Final Examination), Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher)
	These three artifacts demonstrate my knowledge of language development and skills needed for beginning reading in diverse populations. 

	1.4 Demonstrate knowledge of the major components of reading (phonemic awareness, word identification and phonics, vocabulary and background knowledge, fluency, comprehension strategies, and motivation) and how they are integrated in fluent reading.


	Artifact #1(Midterm and Final from Teaching Beginning Readers and Writers), Artifact # 2 (Action Research Plan), Artifact # 3 (Novel and Vocabulary Unit), Artifact # 4 (Author Study), Artifact # 5 (Theme Unit), Artifact # 6 (Reading Assessment and Correction Cases Studies and Final Examination), Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher),  Artifact # 8 (Multi-genre Project)

	These artifacts demonstrate the depth and breadth of my knowledge as related to the major components of reading, both comprehension and print processing.


	Standard 2.  Instructional Strategies and Curriculum Materials. Candidates use a wide range of instructional practices, approaches, methods, and curriculum materials to support reading and writing instruction.  As a result, the candidates:

	2.1 Use instructional grouping options (individual, small-group, whole-class, and computer based) as appropriate for accomplishing given purposes.


	Artifact # 2 (Action Research Plan), Artifact # 3 (Novel and Vocabulary Unit), Artifact # 4 (Author Study), Artifact # 5 (Theme Unit), Artifact # 6 (Reading Assessment and Correction Cases Studies and Final Examination), Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher
	In effort to meet student’s learning styles and differentiate appropriately for students, I must provide students with a variety of learning opportunities including individual, partner/small group, computer based learning for teaching reading and writing instruction.  

	2.2 Use a wide range of instructional practices, approaches, and methods, including technology-based practices, for learners at differing stages of development and from differing cultural and linguistic backgrounds.


	Artifact # 2 (Action Research Plan), Artifact # 3 (Novel and Vocabulary Unit), Artifact # 4 (Author Study), Artifact # 5 (Theme Unit), Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher)
	While attempting to reach all learners in a classroom, teachers must differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all learners.  We often differentiate through the use of materials and activities, but it is important to differentiate instructional practices as well.

	2.3 Use a wide range of curriculum materials in effective reading instruction for learners at different stages of reading and writing development and from different cultural and linguistic backgrounds.


	Artifact #1(Midterm and Final from Teaching Beginning Readers and Writers), Artifact # 2 (Action Research Plan), Artifact # 3 (Novel and Vocabulary Unit), Artifact # 4 (Author Study), Artifact # 5 (Theme Unit), Artifact # 6 (Reading Assessment and Correction Cases Studies and Final Examination),
	One of the best parts of teaching, in my opinion, is finding and using a variety of reading resources and formats.  A range of instructional materials is necessary in every classroom to reach all learners.  Since classrooms are comprised of students at a range of levels, and all students are not instructionally reading on the same level, it is imperative for teachers to provide a range of curriculum materials


	Standard 3.  Assessment, Diagnosis, and Evaluation.  Candidates use a variety of assessment tools and practices to plan and evaluate effective reading instruction.  As a result, candidates:

	3.1 Use a wide range of assessment tools and practices that range from individual and group standardized tests to individual and group informal classroom assessment strategies, including technology-based assessment tools.


	 Artifact # 2 (Action Research Plan), Artifact # 3 (Novel and Vocabulary Unit), Artifact # 6 (Reading Assessment and Correction Cases Studies and Final Examination), Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher),  Artifact # 8 (Multi-genre Project)

	Assessment tools are critical to the effective planning and implementation of good reading instruction.  Students should always be assessed to determine their appropriate instructional level.  From well-chosen assessments, I am able to meet students on the level in which they’re learning, in effort to achieve the greatest leaning potential with the least amount of struggle and frustration.

	3.2 Place students along a developmental continuum and identify students’ proficiencies and difficulties.


	Artifact #1 (Midterm and Final from Teaching Beginning Readers and Writers

Artifact # 6 (Reading Assessment and Correction Cases Studies and Final Examination), Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher),  

	It is critical to understand that students fall at different points on a developmental continuum and therefore require different instruction.  Being able to understand that some students will always require a variety of instructional strategies, helps me as a teacher understand and give them the right amount of support in their learning.

	3.3 Use assessment information to plan, evaluate, and revise effective instruction that meets the needs of all students including those at different developmental stages and those from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds.


	Artifact #1 (Midterm and Final from Teaching Beginning Readers and Writers

Artifact # 6 (Reading Assessment and Correction Cases Studies and Final Examination), Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher)
	Assessment, whether formal or summative, should be ongoing to evaluate and determine if and how instruction should be modified to accommodate student’s changing learning needs.

	3.4 Communicate results of assessments to specific individuals, (students, parents, caregivers, colleagues, administrators, policymakers, policy officials, community, etc.).


	Artifact # 6 (Reading Assessment and Correction Cases Studies and Final Examination), Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher)
	Once assessments are given and conclusions are drawn, results of assessments should be communicated to all stakeholders in the student’s education.  So all stakeholders can make the most informed instructional decisions while working with students.


	Standard 4.  Creating a Literate Environment.  Candidates create a literate environment that fosters reading and writing by integrating foundational knowledge, use of instructional practices, approaches and methods, curriculum materials, and the appropriate use of assessments.  As a result, candidates:

	4.1 Use students’ interests, reading abilities and backgrounds as foundations for the reading and writing program.


	Artifact #1(Midterm and Final from Teaching Beginning Readers and Writers), Artifact # 2 (Action Research Plan), Artifact # 3 (Novel and Vocabulary Unit), Artifact # 4 (Author Study), Artifact # 5 (Theme Unit), Artifact # 6 (Reading Assessment and Correction Cases Studies and Final Examination), Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher),  Artifact # 8 (Multi-genre Project)
	Students are going to excel if they are invested and have ownership in their own learning.  Students will become more invested when their interests and abilities are understood and tapped into when making educational decisions.

	4.2 Use a large supply of books, technology-based information, and non-print materials representing multiple levels, broad interests, cultures and linguistic backgrounds.


	Artifact # 2 (Action Research Plan), Artifact # 3 (Novel and Vocabulary Unit), Artifact # 4 (Author Study), Artifact # 5 (Theme Unit), ), Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher),  Artifact # 8 (Multi-genre Project)
	The world and our society are filled with all types of print and media materials.  Students must have experience with a variety of materials to exposure and experiences interacting in society.

	4.3 Model reading and writing enthusiastically as valued life-long activities.


	Artifact #1 (Midterm and Final from Teaching Beginning Readers and Writers), Artifact # 2  (Action Research Plan), Artifact # 3 (Novel and Vocabulary Unit), Artifact # 4 (Author Study), Artifact # 5 (Theme Unit), Artifact # 6 (Reading Assessment and Correction Cases Studies and Final Examination), Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher),  Artifact # 8 (Multi-genre Project)
	Excitement and enthusiasm are contagious, and when these characteristics are incorporated into education, particularly reading and writing, student’s attitudes typically improve.  Students will often mirror the modeled enthusiasm and can begin to really enjoy reading and writing.

	4.4 Motivate learners to be life-long readers.


	Artifact #1 (Midterm and Final from Teaching Beginning Readers and Writers), Artifact # 2  (Action Research Plan), Artifact # 3 (Novel and Vocabulary Unit), Artifact # 4 (Author Study) Artifact # 5  (Theme Unit), Artifact # 6 (Reading Assessment and Correction Cases Studies and Final Examination Artifact # 7  (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher),  Artifact # 8 (Multi-genre Project)
	When students are successful, they like to continue to be successful.  By assessing and modifying instruction to meet students where they are learning, students have less of an opportunity to develop a negative attitude about the content and will be more likely to enjoy reading over the course of their lives.


	Standard 5.  Professional Development.  Candidates view professional development as a career-long effort and responsibility.  As a result, candidates:

	5.1 Display dispositions related to reading and the teaching of reading.


	Artifact #1 (Midterm and Final from Teaching Beginning Readers and Writers), Artifact # 2 (Action Research Plan), Artifact # 3 (Novel and Vocabulary Unit), Artifact # 4 (Author Study), Artifact # 5  (Theme Unit), Artifact # 6 (Reading Assessment and Correction Cases Studies and Final Examination), Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher),  Artifact # 8 (Multi-genre Project)
	My job as a teacher is to continually go through the reflective cycle.  As a teacher, it is always my job to find the best practices to meet student needs, and then evaluate the practice to make better-informed instructional decisions.

	5.2 Continue to pursue the development of professional knowledge and dispositions. 


	Artifact #1 (Midterm and Final from Teaching Beginning Readers and Writers), Artifact # 2 (Action Research Plan), Artifact # 3 (Novel and Vocabulary Unit), Artifact # 4 (Author Study), Artifact # 5  (Theme Unit), Artifact # 6 (Reading Assessment and Correction Cases Studies and Final Examination), Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher),  Artifact # 8 (Multi-genre Project)
	The pursuit of my advanced degree in Reading Instruction and the choice of the artifacts that I used demonstrate my desire to continue professional development and my ability to apply strategies into my reading instruction.

	5.3 Work with colleagues to observe, evaluate, and provide feedback on each other’s practice.


	Artifact # 2 (Action Research Plan) Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher)
	Not only do I feel it is it my responsibility to continue to learn as a teacher, but to also lead others to become better teachers.  I became a teacher leader and used my action research plan to do so.

	5.4 Participate in, initiate, implement, and evaluate professional development programs. 


	Artifact # 2 (Action Research Plan) Artifact # 7 (Artifacts developed as a Title I reading teacher)
	These artifacts and my graduate studies demonstrate my participation, initiation, and implementation of professional development programs, both formally and informally, to address educational concerns.





